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ABSTRACT

Contemporary age studies is an interdisciplinary field of constant change and expansion. Studies on old
age through the representations in literary and cinematic narratives have contributed significantly to the
interdisciplinary and intersectional pursuits in age studies. This thesis attempts such a study by analysing
six popular Malayalam films on ageing with aged characters in lead roles. It also broadens the
cross-cultural dimension of age studies, focusing on the non-Western narratives of ageing, particularly in
the southern state of Kerala in India. Released between 2003 and 2022, the films Manasinakkare (2003),
Adaminte Makan Abu (2011), Oru Muthassi Gadha (2016), Android Kunjappan Version 5.25 (2019),
#Home (2021) and Old Age Home (2022) offer diverse representations of old age. The films present the
contemporary realities of ageing in a period of constant flux impacted by neoliberalism and globalisation.
Therefore, the research focuses on the heterogeneous experiences of ageing in a neoliberal society, where
old age is considered undesirable. The study explores the intersections of old age with power, gender,
place, and class in the cinematic narratives for a nuanced understanding of ageing in the socio-cultural
scenario of Kerala from the early 2000s. Concepts drawn from cultural, film and age studies, particularly
those of power, gender and place attachment in old age, direct the analysis. Furthermore, the broader
cultural discourse of ageing that operates alongside modernity and neoliberalism in the Indian context is
particularly detailed. In this process, the study traces the trajectory of the changing sensibilities in the
representation of old age in Malayalam cinema over the last two decades, with special reference to the
selected films, This study on Kerala’s ageing population based on the diverse cinematic portrayals of old
age is particulariyj relevant in recent times since society is becoming increasingly aware of the challenges
faced by the ageing population with the advent of modernity and neoliberalism.
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